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Press Release no. 24

EIMA Energy: A solid answer for reducing dependence on oil

The EIMA Bio-Energy Salon conducted in the framework of EIMA International is reaching the wrap-up of activities here with a strongly positive balance sheet. Not only advanced technologies but also technical meetings and information initiatives for the development of renewable energy sources. The ENAMA Biomass Study highlighted important data on the need to develop biomass for reducing Italy’s dependence on imported energy resources. 

The ENAMA Biomass Study, an investigation conducted by the National Agricultural Mechanization Agency and made public here yesterday, was completed in connection with a project financed by  the Ministry for Agricultural and Forestry Policy and the involvement of ITABIA, the Italian Biomass Association, Confagricoltura’s AgroEnergie, CIA’s AIEL, Coldiretti’s Fattorie del Sole, UNIMA and the University of Florence. The study by the National Agricultural Mechanization Agency, presented in the midst of the series of seminars and meetings organized for EIMA International under the heading of Energy,  contains analyses of all the aspects of the bio-energy sector beginning with the availability of resources on national territory and moves on to descriptions of real cases of plants built on farms which can be downloaded on the website www.progettobiomasse.it.  

Considering only the residue type biomass available in Italy, the waste products produced annually by the primary sector, these resources contain energy potential of some 15 million Tons of Equivalent Petroleum (TEP). The use of this national renewable biomass, the study pointed out, could avoid the navigation in Italian seas of as many as 200 super oil tankers to ensure enormous economic advantages by reducing the country’s oil bill and the flow of funds to countries abroad and enhancing safeguards for the environment. 

These and related issues were handled in a concluding debate in which speakers strongly underscored the need to flank studies with an adequate information campaign to make clear the way the agricultural sector could gain strength through the combination of food plus energy.

Another facet of primary importance is governance, meaning the involvement of national and local administrations in correct guidance for the development of bio-energy towards such binding goals as those set for 2020 and work in progress on a National Energy Strategy. In this connection, ITABIA coordinated a seminar entitled The Mayors’ Pact on Bio-Energy in which city an municipal administrators took part, including those from the virtuous city of Bologna and the Province of Trento.
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